the country, which I gave him leave to do. I knew that the Duke of York, who thought him accessory to his once ill reception at York, wished his punishment. However, I did the man right to justify him in what I might, and to carry him to my Lord Privy Seal, who promised to assist him at the Council; for I knew there was some private animosity in the complaint against him, and hoped it might be a means to make him a thorough convert to the Government, if he was but mercifully handled in this matter.
December 5. Being at my Lady Portsmouth's, the King told me there was a new complaint against my Lord Mayor of York, and that he feared he was but a bad man. I said that I was obliged to acquaint his Majesty with this truth, that he was very ready to give me his assistance in York at" the time of the plot, but that I had nothing to say in his defence for any new matter laid to his charge, and which might be committed since I came from thence.
December 6. The Duke of Monmouth, having obtained his pardon, refused to sign a public declaration of his knowledge of the late conspiracy, for which the King sent to discharge him from coming into Whitehall. My Lord Privy Seal said to me that the manner of doing it "was something hard (as it was required), but he ought to have submitted entirely to the King in it. I found his lordship was concerned (as he had reason to be, being looked upon as his friend in the matter of his admittance) that he was so obstinate. The same day, Mr. Sidney was executed on Tower Hill, as one of the conspirators, but said nothing before he suffered, only left a paper with the sheriff, which I heard the King say was very treasonable